Dear brothers and sisters, buongiorno!

The Gospel of today’s Liturgy (Mk 9:30-37) narrates that, on the way to Jerusalem, Jesus’
disciples were discussing “with one another who was the greatest” (v. 34). So, Jesus directed
harsh words toward them that are still valid today: “If any one would be first, he must be last of all
and servant of all” (v. 35). If you want to be first, you need to get in line, be last, and serve
everyone. Through this shocking phrase, the Lord inaugurates a reversal: he overturns the criteria
about what truly matters. The value of a person does not depend any more on the role they have,
the work they do, the money they have in the bank. No, no, no, it does not depend on this.
Greatness and success in God’s eyes are measured differently: they are measured by service.
Not on what someone has, but on what someone gives. Do you want to be first? Serve. This is
the way.Today, the word “service” appears a bit hackneyed, worn out by use. But it has a precise
and concrete meaning in the Gospel. To serve is not a courteous expression: it means to act like
Jesus, who, summing up his life in a few words, said he had come “not to be served, but to
serve” (Mk 10:45). This is what the Lord said. Therefore, if we want to follow Jesus, we must
follow the path he himself traced out, the path of service. Our fidelity to the Lord depends on our
willingness to serve. And we know this often costs, because ‘it tastes like a cross”. But, as our
care and availability toward others grows, we become freer inside, more like Jesus. The more we
serve, the more we are aware of God’s presence. Above all, when we serve those who cannot
give anything in return, the poor, embracing their difficulties and needs with tender compassion:
and we in turn discover God’s love and embrace there.After having spoken of the primacy of
service, Jesus does something precisely to illustrate this. We have seen that Jesus’ actions are
stronger than the words he uses. And what is that action? He takes a child and puts him in the
midst of the disciples, at the center, in the most important place (cf. v. 36). In the Gospel, the child
does not symbolize innocence so much as littleness. For like children, the little ones depend on
others, on adults, they need to receive. Jesus embraces those children and says that those who
welcome a little one, a child, welcome him (cf. v. 37). The ones who are to be served above all
are: those in need of receiving who cannot give anything in return. To serve those who need to
receive and cannot give anything in return. In welcoming those on the margins, the neglected, we
welcome Jesus because He is there. And in the little one, in the poor person we serve, we also
receive God’s tender embrace.Dear brothers and sisters, challenged by the Gospel, let us ask
ourselves: Am |, who follow Jesus, interested in the one who is neglected? Or am | rather seeking
personal gratification, like the disciples that day? Do | understand life in terms of competing to
make room for myself at others’ expense, or do | believe that being first means serving? And,
concretely: do | dedicate time to a “little one”, to a person who has no means to pay me back? Am
I concerned about someone who cannot give me anything in return, or only with my relatives and
friends? These are the questions we need to ask ourselves.May the Virgin Mary, the humble
servant of the Lord, help us understand that to serve does not belittle us, but helps us grow. And
that there is more joy in giving than in receiving (cf. Acts 20:35).
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The Lord in today’s Gospel gives us a
warning. It is imperative to keep vigilant in
the spiritual battle. “If your eye should
cause you to sin pluck it out...” This
sounds a bit dramatic but Jesus is trying
to tell us that sin can affect other people’s
salvation. You can become a scandal or a
cause of falling for someone and this is
tragic. He is trying to get us to recognize
the seriousness of sin  and its
consequences on other people. He is not
to be taken literally, that is, He does not
want you to physically pluck out your eye
or cut off your hand or your foot, but
instead warns that through the eye a lot of
sin can enter into the heart. This is so true
that there is a whole industry dedicated to
just that. It is a disgrace that there are so
many pornographic websites on the
internet and that these have serious
consequences on people’s lives and that
is why Jesus is so severe in this matter.
You need the grace of the Lord not to sin
with the eyes and it is not just “a guy
thing”, anymore. What is there to be
done? Well, the Lord in the Gospel
speaks about the “little ones”. Who are
they? The little ones are the Christians
who have become small and insignificant.
In fact, to be a Christian you need to
become small, just as it was said in last
Sunday’s Gospel. The problem of the
Apostles, and you and |, is that we want
to be someone. If the Lord grants us the
grace to become humble and accept the

last place, to be overlooked, to be set
aside as insignificant, etc., then surely He
would grant us also the gift of Chastity of
the eyes and also the gift not to
scandalize anyone. St. John of the Divine
Ladder, says that if someone completely
admits their own powerlessness in regard
to the eyes then unperceptively small the
grace of chastity will be born within them.
If someone has a problem in this regard
do not despair. Jesus Christ can come to
help anyone. Let us implore the Lord to
keep His hand upon us so that we may be
vigilant and may not be a scandal.
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Tablets

Hand Sanitizer / alcohol

Paper hand towels

Printing paper
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