The resurrection of Jesus Christ is an event that one never finishes contemplating and meditating on,
and the more one explores it, the more one is filled with wonder, drawn in as if by an overwhelming
yet fascinating light. It was an explosion of life and joy that changed the meaning of reality itself, from
negative to positive; yet it did not happen in a striking way, much less a violent one, but gently, hid-
den, one might say humbly. Today we will reflect on how Christ's resurrection can heal one of the
malaises of our time: sadness. Intrusive and widespread, sadness accompanies the days of many
people. It is a feeling of precariousness, at times profound desperation, which invades one’s inner
space and seems to prevail over any impetus to joy. Sadness robs life of meaning and vigour, turning
it into a directionless and meaningless journey. This very current experience reminds us of the fa-
mous account in the Gospel of Luke (24: 13-29) of the two disciples of Emmaus. Disappointed and
discouraged, they leave Jerusalem, leaving behind the hopes they held in Jesus, who has been cruci-
fied and entombed. In the opening lines, this episode presents a paradigm of human sadness: the
end of the objective to which so much energy has been invested, the destruction of what seemed to
be the essence of their lives. Their hope is dashed; desolation has taken hold of their hearts. Every-
thing has imploded in a very short space of time, between Friday and Saturday, in a dramatic se-
quence of events. The paradox is truly emblematic: this sad journey of defeat and return to ordinary
life occurs on the same day as the victory of light, of the Pasch that has been fully consummated. The
two men turn their backs on Golgotha, on the terrible scene of the cross, still imprinted on their eyes
and their hearts. It seems that all is lost. They must return to their former lives, keeping a low profile
and hoping not to be recognized. At a certain point, a traveller joins the two disciples, perhaps one of
the many pilgrims who have been to Jerusalem for Easter. It is the risen Jesus, but they do not recog-
nize him. Sadness clouds their gaze, erasing the promise that the Master had made several times:
that he would be killed and that on the third day he would rise again. The stranger approaches and
shows interest in what they are saying. The text says that the two “stood still, looking sad” (Lk 24:17).
The Greek adjective used describes an all-encompassing sadness: the paralysis of the soul is appar-
ent on their faces. Jesus listens to them, allowing them to unburden their disappointment. Then, with
great frankness, he rebukes them for being “foolish ... and slow of heart to believe that all the proph-
ets have declared!” (v. 25), and through the Scriptures he shows that Christ had to suffer, die and rise
again. The warmth of hope is rekindled in the hearts of the two disciples, and then, when night falls
and they arrive at their destination, they invite their mysterious travelling companion to stay with
them. Jesus accepts, and takes his seat at the table with them. Then he takes the bread, breaks it
and offers it. At that moment, the two disciples recognize him... but he immediately disappears from
their view (vv. 30-31). The gesture of the breaking of the bread reopens the eyes of the heart, illumi-
nating once again the vision clouded by despair. And then everything becomes clear: the shared
journey, the tender and powerful word, the light of truth... Immediately, joy is rekindled, energy flows
back into their weary limbs, and gratitude returns to their memory. And the two hurry back to Jerusa-
lem to tell the others everything. “The Lord has risen indeed” (cf. v. 34). In this adverb, indeed, the
certain outcome of our history as human beings is fulfilled. It is no coincidence that this is the greeting
Christians exchange on Easter Day. Jesus did not rise in words, but in deeds, with his body bearing
the marks of his passion, a perennial seal of his love for us. The victory of life is not an empty word,
but a real, tangible fact. May the unexpected joy of the disciples of Emmaus be a gentle reminder to
us when the going gets tough. It is the Risen One who radically changes our perspective, instilling the
hope that fills the void of sadness. On the paths of the heart, the Risen One walks with us and for us.
He bears witness to the defeat of death and affirms the victory of life, despite the darkness of Cal-
vary. History still has much goodness to hope for. To recognize the Resurrection means to change
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HOLY MASS

Saturday: 05:30 pm English, Church.

09:00 am English, Church.
10:30 am Creole, Church.
12:30 pm Spanish, Church.

Weekdays: 05:30 pm English, Upper

Room, St. Maria Goretti.

04:00 pm Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and
Rosary.

05:30 pm Upper Room

SCHEDULE OF SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: Contact one of the priests in
person.

1st Confession: T.B.A.
1st Communions: T.B.A..

Confirmations: To be confirmed.

Marriage: Call the parish office for
preparation before setting a
fixed date.

Anointing of the Sick: Upon request.

Confessions: Everyday before Mass or
by appointment.




Today is All souls day and what is it all
about? | quote from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church(1030-1031); “All who die in
God'’s grace and friendship, but still
imperfectly purified, are assured of their
eternal salvation ; but after death they
undergo purification, so as to achieve the
holiness necessary to enter the joy of
heaven. The Church gives the name
Purgatory to this final purification of the
elect, which is entirely different from the
punishment of the damned.”

So today is the day to remember all our
beloved dead and to offer the Mass for their
souls, so that if they are in purgatory
through your prayers they can be released
and go to eternal blessedness.

But still there is why? Couldn’t the Lord
just let them straight into Heaven?
Obviously He could but for every sin you
commit there is a consequence and over
the years these consequences, shall we
say, add up, and any penances we do just
do not really give the desired change of
heart that we need. Perhaps someone has
hurt you in some way and you find it difficult
to forgive but your intention is to forgive
them but you just do not manage. Then
there must be more time to complete the
change of heart .

Finally, we all have someone who has died
who needs to be prayed for. The best
prayer is the mass to be offered for their
salvation and there is no limit to the number
of souls we can pray for at any Mass. May
the Lord not only bless those who are dear
to our hearts but us as well.

Fr. Paul

HOLY HOUR
FRIDAYS

4:00 pm—5:00 pm.

Holy Rosary in three languages,
readings reflection, and medita-
tion on the Holy Eucharist. Up-
per Room St. Maria Goretti.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
COURSE

The marriage course will
continue as follows:

Mondays and Thursdays
17 and 20 November
1 and 4 December

It will be at 7pm in St. Joseph’s
room and it will be given by a
married couple with one of the
priests to assist and answer any
questions.

This is open to everyone even
those who are married and may
want to renew their vows.

Holy Mass: 09:00 am, 10:30am

12:30pm,

School Notes

Holy Family Academy
holyfamilytci@gmail.com

Due to Hurricane Melissa

04:00pm Coeur de Marie Children’s group. . q
05000m  Fratemite, Red Room. and mid-term break this
05:00pm Creole Youth Choir practice. WeekS CIaSSGS were
05:30pm Sacre Coeur de Jesus, P. Hall. disru pted
06:00pm Choeur D’hommes 1st and 3rd
Sunday at church.
Monday  st. Martin de Porres
05:30 pm Daily Mass, SMG, Upper Room
Tuesday St. Charles Borromeo
05:30pm Daily Mass, SMG, Upper Room
8;5889”‘ First English, Blue Chapel
07:00pm Second English, St. Joseph’s Room
07:00pm Spanish, St. Maria Gorretti
0pm Sixth English, Blessed Sac. Chapel
Wednesday
05:30pm Daily Mass,, SMG Upper Room
07:00pm
07:00pm Third English, SMG, Upper Room
07:00pm Fourth English, St. Joseph’s Room S
S Fith Engiah. Bioe Chapel www.hfa.catholic.tc
Creole, Blessed Sacrament, Chapel
SPONSORS / BENEFACTORS
ThurSday We continue to look for donations and sponsors to
) Daily Mass SMG, Upper Room support our Scholarship Program and help the
05:30 pm school with necessary supplies.
Your sponsorship payment can be done through
- direct deposit or bank transfer or by donating any
Friday of the items below.
. . . ® Projectors and projector screens
04:00 pm Adoration, SMG upstairs e Projector stands
05:30 pm Daily Mass, SMG upstairs ® Art Supplies Amazon
® Printing Paper .
® Sport supplies
Saturday ® Asthma Inhalers & AED
05:30 pm i
P Mass |r? Chureh Click on our Wish List or
07:00 pm Eucharist NCW scan the code to see more!




